ST. GEORGE RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
DRAFT MINUTES
MARCH 7, 2000
ST. GEORGE, ALASKA

The 5t. George Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) met on Tuesday, March 7, in St George,
Almska. The meeting was called to order by NOAA Co-Chair Anthony Pierpoint, Ph.D.

Attendance

The following individuals were present;
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Louis Howard, ADEC
Andronik Kashevarof, Ir., Tanag Corp.
Laurence Lestenkof, Tanaq Corp. 1\

Tony Li, Tetra Tech

John Lindsay, NOAA

Debbie Malavarsky, St. George Community

Martha Malavansky, St. George, At-Large

Max Malavansky, Co-Chair, City of 5t. George

Victor Malavamsky, City of 5t. George

Alvin Merculief, City of 5t George

Boris Merculief, 5t George, IRA Council

Richard Meredih, City of St. George

Laura Ogar, ADEC

Anthony Pierpoint, Co-Char, NOAA

Robert Taylor, NDAA

AGENDA
Introductions, Public Comments, and Approval of Meeting Minutes

A copy of the meeting agenda can be found as Attachment A. A list of the current RAB
membership is provided as Attachment B,

Anthony Pierpoint spoke of the importance of having at least one RAB meeting per vear on the
Islands. The meetings are intended to offer community members the opportunity to provide
input, voice concemns, and obtain information conceming the restoration effort. Scheduling
meetings on the ishnds provides the best opportunity to meet those objectives. Dr. Pierpoint also
thanked the attendees for taking the time to participate in the meeting.

A motion was made and approved to waive the reading of the previous meeting minules, and
schedule approval of those mimites for the next full RAB meeting.
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Budget Report

Anthony Pierpoint presented a brief summary budget repont for FY00 spending. A mumber of
projects are in the preliminary stages, and spending for the Fiscal Year was minimal. Spending
principally comprised contmcts for the ULS, Public Health Service, Tetra Tech, Ine., Genwest,

and Columhia Environmental, Inc. [t i expected that work will progress rapidly as the season
begins, and spending will increase accordingly.

Martha Mahvansky requested that the budget report include more detaled information
concerning the spending.

St George Landfill Closure and N ew Landfill Development

John Lindsay reported that a cooperative agreement with the City of St. George was established
to close the landfill However, closure efforts were placed on hold pending additional study
regarding potential heakh impacts. Tetra Tech, Inc. was hired 1o conduct a fite contaminate
transport study to examine the impacts. Following successful completion of the study, the NOAA
Grants Management Division was asked (o reaciivate the cooperative agreement to the City to
begin the closure design effort. Laura Ogar, ADEC, indicated that the study of potential impacts
can involve on-site sampling or, altematively, transpont modeling. There was some carly
discussion regarding which process should be followed. Because of the nature of the rock and
bedrock on the site, on-site sampling was not considered useful, and NOAA proceeded with the
fate contaminant model. The model examined worst case scenanios,

Tony Li, from Tetra Tech, provided an excellent briefing on the results of the study. Dr. Li has a
Doctorate in Hydrogeology, specializing in groundwater modeling. His Ph. DD, dissertation was in
the area of fractured basak, providing useful insight into the conditions on St. George. The model
used for the study included, HELP (Hwdrologic Evaluation of Landfill Performance) and SESOIL
(Seasonal Soil Compartment), both of which were developed by the U.S. Department of
Environmental Protection. The study found the Bllowing:

1) The maximum concentrations of the organic compounds (benzene, cartbon
tetrachloride, and dicsel range organics) estimated by the model at the bottom of
the landfill are below the Alaska drinking water standards.

2) Using the most conser vative assumptions, the maximum concentrations of the
matals, arsenic and lead, estimated by the model at the bottom of the bndf1 were
higher than the Alaska drinking water standards.

3) Using more representative and reasonably conservative mput, the maximum
leachate concentrations estimated by the model at the bottom of the landfll were
below the Alaska drinking water standards.



4) An estimated 250 feet of fractured basalt exists bet ween the bottom of the landfill
and the water table below. Although groundwater flow and contammant transport
modeling was not conduct ed, it is unlikely that the island drinking water supply
wells, which are approximately 2.5 miles away, would be impacted by
contamination emanat ing from the landfill

The basic sssumptions, objectives, and results of the study are provided as Anachment C.

Laura Ogar reiterated that the model examined worst case scenarios and that the conditions do
not indicate a concern regarding the landfill. Martha Malavansky questioned why monitoring
wells were not required for the study, Ms, Ogar indicated that, based on policies in place six
years ago, wells would be required. She suggested that for this case, based on existing
regulations, wells are not required, and abo indicated that for the conditions on 5t. George,
monitoring wells are not practical. Max Mabvansky stated that & is the position of the City of St.
Cisor ge, that an impermeable [cap] be placed over the landfill. John Lindsay requested that the
City of $4. George provide a cost and design for installation of the cap, but also indicated there is
little fumding availblke to install the cap. He also ndicated that be would examine whether a
landfill cap could be nstalled within the limits of NOAA s authority. Anthony Pierpoint pointed
out that landfill caps require routine mamtenance and that they are prone to leak significantly. He
suggested that there may other uses of the funding that would provide a better benefit Lo the
community. Martha Malavansky pointed out the importance of ensuring that the community is
comfortable with the actions taken to sudy, monitor, and close the landfill and ensure the safety
of the drinking water. Laura Ogar also pointed out that drinking water is rowtinely sampled and
analvzed to ensure it 15 sal to drink.

Max Malhvansky ssked whether NOAA planned to leave a landfill cdl open to allow for
continued disposal, until the new land fill is open. John indicated there are plans to keep a cell
open, however, he also mdicated that NOAA & obligated to close the landfill as quickly as
possible. Mr. Lindsay further indicated that a cell could be made available for operation for 5-7
years. However, he further indicated that disposal must be performed in a controlled manner.

Laura Ogar provided a briefing on the status of new landfill development, She indicated that it is
necessary to develop a community-wide waste mamagement pln. In terms of the basic design of
the landfill, the process is straight forward. Ms. Ogar suggested that there will be contaminant
issucs at the new Bndfill. However, at a reasonable distance from the landfill there will not be a
heakh concern

Clean-up Program Status and Schedule

John Lindsay handed out summary materiak on the stats of the clean-up eflfort and provided an
overview of some of the sites. The summary materials are provided as Attachment D, Mr.
Lindsay stated that a contractor would be on the idand to conduct global positioning system
(GPS) studies, and indicated that training could be made avaiable to the beal community.



He also indicated that a web page was being developed which will include fact sheets on the
restoration effort

Mr. Lindsay reported that additional monitoring will be necessary at Tract 46. Martha
Malanvansky questioned why additional monitoring was necessary, Mr, Lindsay replied that the
previous monitoring was not adequate to establish the full extent o F contamination. Columbia
Environmental, Ine. will be performing the work.

PCS Stockpile Treatment

John Lindsay reported that thermal treatment systems have been purchased. The thermal
treatment systems vendor will hawve training for Tamag Corporation Two weeks ol on-site
training will be provided. In addition, the vendor will provide three weeks of on-site monitoring
during treatment, which is expected to begin in May or June. The treatment system will be a three

stage design, to allow continuous operation. However, the system does not require continuous
mamtenance and supervEIon

Potential Work During 2001

Work will i'volve a contmuation of existing projects. Mr. Lindsay did add that sie
characterization work is plammed at the ball field and the fuel supply lines.

Mext Meeting

Tentatively schedu led for the second week in June, 2000 in Anchorage.

Public Comments/Adjourn

As a final comment, Anthony Pierpomt voiced the mportance of allowing community members to
lead the RAB meeting. As stated in the R AB Charter, the Community Co-Chair should be the
lead with the NOAA Co-Chair providing technical and ad ministrative support. This allows the

community to control the discussion and fcilitate open communication.

Meeting adjoumed at approximately 4:00 p.m,






Attachment B



Attachment C
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